Inuusivut Project Update May 20, 2008
Detailed project information is available online: http://niyc.ca/comment.php?comment.news.449 and http://web.mac.com/inuusivut 

The aim of Inuusivut is to learn, document and share, through various means, how Inuit across Canada perceive, express and develop/foster/promote mental health. This project aims to develop capacity in Inuit communities by having youth directly explore issues related to mental health and to enable them to share their findings with their peers, families and communities.
It will have more people discussing issues related to mental health, and it will also contribute to a life affirming media campaign, where more opportunities will be created for youth and community members to share the successes that are occurring in our communities.

Multi-Media Equipment for Inuit Communities has been ordered.  Some digital cameras have arrived and additional digital cameras, video cameras and related accessories will be arriving soon.  Much of the equipment is being ordered through a Canon dealer, who is providing the equipment at a substantial discount.  Camera bags are being made locally in Nunavut to demonstrate to communities one more way we can use local talent and skills to contribute to the project.

An Equipment Use Contract, available in English and Inuktitut, has been prepared to ensure the responsible and safe use of the equipment, which will be distributed for use to local groups in Inuit Nunaat.

One minutes – From April 14 until April 19, the Embrace Life Council and the Ikummaksaqtiit (Flamekeepers' Society) organized a video workshop in collaboration with The One Minutes Foundation (www.theoneminutes.org), with 8 participants from Iqaluit.

 

The One Minutes Foundation (Amsterdam) promotes the production and dissemination of one-minute videos. They work alongside 15 partner organizations, facilitating workshops and TV programmes, organizing festivals, exhibitions and an annual award ceremony for the best One Minutes. They are also partners with the European Cultural Foundation and UNICEF (for the One Minutes Junior).  Examples of some of the One Minutes produced by workshop participants can be viewed at: http://niyc.ca/comment.php?comment.news.454 (more to be posted soon)

Rankin Inlet Multi-Media and Youth Leadership Workshops will be taking place from June 16-23.  Our partner organization, Kivalliq Inuit Association, is coordinating the workshops and recruiting participants.  Financial contributors to this project include Urban Multi-Purpose Aboriginal Youth Centres Iniative (UMAYC), through the Department of Canadian Heritage; and the Inuusivut Project.  We are also seeking financial support from other partners, including reduced rates through airlines.  Youth in the community will have the opportunity to learn about photography, film production, editing, youth leadership and other related skills.  This training workshop builds on past activities such as AJJIKAMRA.

Following up with interested partners is an ongoing process. Inuusivut project staff have been communicating with contacts in Inuit communities to coordinate training opportunities and acquisition of project resources and has also been in regular contact with existing and potential project supporters.

An Inuusivut Project website is being developed and will be available for public viewing online shortly.  The website, http://web.mac.com/inuusivut, includes background project information, reports, photos, videos and other information and resources related to the project.  The site will be launched once project partners have reviewed the site and provided comments for changes.

Year end reporting, including financial reporting has been completed for the year ending March 31, 2008.  Copies of the report have been distributed to partners and are available online.  

