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The federal and Nunavut
governments breathed new life
into the long-dormant Nunavut
devolution file earlier this week,
when each named the
negotiators who will lead talks
on the transfer of province-like
control over public lands and
resources from Ottawa to the
Nunavut government.
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“Nunavut’s lands and natural Han. Fra Aarial, Preméar
resources rightfully belong to
Nunavummiut to develop and
protect according to their needs
and priorities,” Nunavut Premier - -
Eva Aariak said May 22. Premier Eva Aariak with David Akeeagok, the Government of Nunavut's
chief negotiator for devolution, at a press conference held May 22 in Iqaluit to
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At a press conference held that day, Aariak announced that David Akeeagok, a veteran civil “- IS POSSIBLE.
servant, will act as Nunavut’s chief negotiator for devolution.
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Akeeagok will continue serving as deputy minister of the environment department, and will get
assistance for his negotiation work from staff within the devolution division at the Department of
Executive and Intergovernmental Affairs, Aariak said.

Akeeagok’s appointment follows a May 18 announcement from Ottawa that Dale Drown, 57, a
former chief of staff to Yukon ex-premier Dennis Fentie, will serve as chief federal negotiator for
Nunavut devolution.

John Duncan, minister of Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development, made the announcement in
a news release issued just before the start of the Victoria Day weekend.

Drown, in talks with the Government of Nunavut and Nunavut Tunngavik Inc. will “examine options

on how to move ahead on devolution, the federal news release said. e L L e L L
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The announcement also suggests Nunavut’s lack of capacity will continue to influence the pace of

devolution discussions.

In addition to figuring out the next steps, Drown and other parties will “examine how land and
resource management capacity can be improved in Nunavut,” the announcement said.

Though the process started nearly eight years ago, Nunavut’s administrative weaknesses have
been a big factor preventing the start-up of devolution talks.

On the issue of Nunavut’s “capacity,” the bureaucratic code for Nunavut’s ability to take on more
responsibility, Aariak said capacity building will “proceed in parallel with the main negotiations.”

Drown is the first federal official to hold the job title “negotiator for Nunavut devolution” and his
appointment signals that Ottawa is now more willing than in the past to talk about transferring more More ...
responsibility to Nunavut.

Aariak, who launched a public campaign in November 2010 to revive the devolution process, said
this may be at least partly attributable to her lobbying on the issue.
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“I have been persistent in approaching my counterparts Prime Minister Harper and Minister Duncan. PUBLI NOTICE
When | meet with them, this is an area | never miss,” Aariak said.
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On Dec. 14, 2004, Liberal Prime Minister Paul Martin promised, as part of his northern strategy
scheme, to start devolution negotiations with Nunavut in 2005, with a final agreement in 2008. Department of Culture, Language,
Elders and Youth
But formal devolution talks between Ottawa and Nunavut never got started. (Department of Culture and Heritage)
In September 2008, the GN, NTI and the federal government signed a protocol to guide negotiations Natice of Proposed New Place Names and
once they start Changes of Official Mames near Cambridge Bay,
’ MNunavut.
In January 2009, Ottawa named a new ministerial representative for devolution, Bruce Rawson. Applicantis): EigkglmtzH;ritnge Sociaty
O Box, 2160
ambridge Bay, Munow 3
But the issue languished, even after Aariak launched a campaign in November 2010 to get talks ?elfn{tésﬂggsyéguu Fra)::ﬂcnsg:tfjnvsa-asur
going again. 1 oc
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Ottawa completed a devolution deal with Yukon in 2003 and in December 2010 reached an
agreement-in-principle with the Northwest Territories.
As for when Drown and Akeeagok will sit down to talk, Aariak said she hopes “to see negotiations
start as soon as possible.”
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(3) Comments: The Munavut Wildlife Management Board (NWMB) invites
individuals and firms to submit bids on a 2005 GMC Envay.
#1. Posted by Not ready! on May 23, 2012 Mileage — 50,000 Km
Automatic transmission
X L i X i Power windows

| don’t think our existing Government is not ready to negotiate devolution yet. Colour — Silver Grey

Its a combination of the weak leadership we have right now and the PC governmet. The vehicle may be viewed ot the parking lot behind the Allavik

With all the broken promises and cut backs from the PC government Nunavut government should Building (building 1106).

not negotiate devolution yet. Aminimum bid is in effect.

Maybe we should wait until after Nunavut elections and the federal elections because right now it

would be a brutal combination. More..,

#2. Posted by Peter Brady on May 23, 2012

First off, it's not a ‘PC’ Government, it's a Conservative Government. Secondly, the chances that -

any significant changes in the status of the territory will take place under this government are 2 > employment opportunity

very unlikely, given the length of time it takes to negotiate such deals. This isn’t an over night _é,t,“-.;\;,;
thing, and will probably take years. | also believe that the strength of the deal you get depends on i~

your own bargaining power and what you accept. Like this government or not | don’t think oy INSTRUCTOR
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demonizing them is that relevant to this discussion. Either way | agree that Nunavut is not there 'J"ﬁ IENN ?{:,‘T"Eag’”t Teacher Education Program
et, some structural changes need to come first, granted that’s the point of devolution. unavut
yet, 9 9 p ArcticCollege  1QALUIT and CAMBRIDGE BAY, NUNAVUT

#3. Posted by Tommy on May 23, 2012
Competition #: 041-080612-INTEP-10070

Closing date: June 8, 2012
He he he, PC Government. ne '
This position is inciuded in the Nunavt Employees Union
and has & sakary ranging from $83.889 1o $95,199,
depending on esperience. in annual northern allowance
of 515,016 & ako provided.

Your Email:

Your Name: No Subsidized Staff Housing Available
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Remember my personal information

Your Location:

Your comment:

REQUEST FOR TENDERS

Service: Repoirs of RED Trucks {For Kivalliq area)
Sail Sample collection and analysis
B4 sdaterick  Filter Crusher {For certain Kivalliq and Baffin Area)
Foed FI50 {or equivalent) (For lqahst Area)
H & the i il bee rrcsived o0 oo b fore S0 pen C8T, Eridery,
Notify me of follow-up comments? oot St 2012 1t the office of Cull ey, Pur cheasit OfFice, Baker Lale, Hu v, Focsimile
submissicns wil be occepbed providing they o re Fully receivesd prior so clasing tire

Coulli Energy Corp.
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Please enter the word you see in the image below: Purchasing Offce
Baker Lake, NU X0C DAD
Phone: (BET) 7984216
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Submit Form
) REQUEST FOR TENDERS
AND PROPOSALS
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