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KNUD RASMUSSEN – “ACROSS ARCTIC AMERICA” 

 
Grade Level 
 
This lesson plan is designed to be used with students ages 12-15. 
 
Objective 
 
Students will read excerpts from “Across Arctic America,” by Knud Rasmussen. In groups, 
students will be assigned a topic to research in the readings and will choose a method by which 
to share the information they learn with their fellow students. 
 
Estimated Time Needed 
 
2 class periods. 
 
Materials 
 
Copies of “Across Arctic America,” by Knud Rasmussen, pages 100-108 and pages 114-121. 
Isuma Inuit Studies Reader, Isuma Publishing, Montreal 2004. (included) 
 
Optional: Notes on shamanism (included) 
 
Optional: Igloolik Isuma Productions, The Journals of Knud Rasmussen 
http://www.sila.nu/journal/  
 
Activity: 
 
1. Ask students if they remember the name Knud Rasmussen from an earlier lesson. Have 

them share anything they remember and write on the board.  
 
2. Remind them that Knud Rasmussen was a Danish Explorer who traveled approximately 

46,000 km (29,000 miles) by dog sled from Greenland to Siberia between 1921 and 1924. 
 
3. Tell students that in 1922 Knud Rasmussen stayed in Igloolik visiting the shaman Aua 

(“a shaman is a mediator between the human world and the spirit world, between the 
living and the dead, and between animals and human society.” Atanarjuat The Fast 
Runner, page 39). For more information on shamanism, review accompanying notes with 
students. 

 
4. Explain that students will be reading excerpts from “Across Arctic America”, Knud 

Rasmussen’s account of his stay with Aua and his family. 
 
5. Break students into 5 groups. Explain that each group will be assigned a topic, which they 

will research in the provided reading. The topics are:  
 

o Traditional ceremonies 
o Duties of women 
o Design of snow huts 

o Fears of Inuit 
o Most difficult time of year

http://www.sila.nu/journal/
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6. Have students choose a topic or randomly assign. Groups researching the first three topics 

will receive copies of pages 100-108. Groups researching the second two topics will receive 
copies of pages 114-121. 

 
7. Explain that groups can share the information they learn about their topic any way they 

choose (i.e. poster, chart, drawing, written essay, etc.) Brainstorm possible methods and 
list on the board. 

 
8. Allow students time to read excerpt, either aloud in groups or independently, and begin 

working on their topic. Students may need additional time to complete their assignment 
during the next class period. 

 
Evaluation 
 
Once groups have completed their projects, allow time for sharing and questions. Evaluation of 
each project should be based on inclusion of key facts of each topic. Information for each topic 
can be found on the following pages: 
 
o Traditional customs, pgs. 104-105 (initiation of infant setting out on first journey) 
o Traditional customs, pgs. 106-107 (walrus hunting) 
o Duties of women, pgs. 107-109 
o Design of snow huts, pgs. 102-103, pg. 107 
o Fears, pg. 117 
o Difficult time of year, pgs. 120-121 
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TEACHERS’ NOTES:  SHAMANISM 

 
 
Before colonization by Europeans, the Inuit lived a life centered on the earth, the animals and 
the spirit of their ancestors. Shamanism is an element of traditional Inuit spirituality. Shamans, 
or angakkuit in Inuktitut, are men and women viewed as doctors, healers and advisors. These 
healers were born with and skilled in the ability to see spirits.  
 
In the past, shamans: 
 
o Were central figures in ceremonies; 
o Foretold weather patterns and movements of game animals; 
o Cured illnesses; 
o Retrieved lost or stolen souls; and 
o Were assisted by good and bad spirit helpers, known as tuunngait, in protecting the health 

and welfare of their communities. 
 
Angakkuit (Shamans) and Tuurngait (Helping Spirits) 
 
A shaman is a mediator between the human world and the spirit world, between the living and 
the dead, and between animals and human society. A future shaman must be chosen by a spirit 
– maybe one of his deceased parents, maybe his namesake, maybe an animal whose skin was 
used to wipe his newborn body, or maybe any spirit that has appeared to him. This helping 
spirit (tuurngaq) would provide the future shaman with assistance and guarantee him success in 
his practice. Through it, the shaman could ally himself with other spirits. The spirits of the 
polar bear and the walrus were especially sought after. Their size and their ability to move in 
water and on land made them powerful mediators.  
 
A shrewd shaman usually had several helping spirits, thus enabling him to move about in the 
different elements – land, water and air – and also travel backward or forward in time, to visit 
the dead and the great nature spirits, and to enter the hereafter in the heavens or under the 
sea. 
 
Each species of animal and each element of nature – the heavenly bodies, the winds, the rivers 
and streams – was governed by a spirit master (inua) who not only had a human form but could 
also feel emotions and be willing to act. These were the spirit masters who chose to become 
shaman’s helpers. 
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 h
is

 p
ar

ty
 t

o 
at

te
nd

 t
o 

m
in

e.
 A

ua
’s 

do
gs

 g
av

e 
to

ng
ue

 
vi

ol
en

tly
, 

ea
ge

r 
to

 b
e 

of
f 

ag
ai

n 
an

d 
ge

t 
ho

m
e 

to
 t

he
ir

 m
ea

l; 
an

d 
so

on
 w

e 
w

er
e 

ra
ci

ng
 a

w
ay

 to
w

ar
ds

 th
e 

vi
lla

ge
. A

 b
ri

ef
 d

as
h 

at
 b

re
ak

ne
ck

 sp
ee

d,
 a

nd
 

w
e 

ar
ri

ve
d 

at
 t

he
 v

er
ge

 o
f 

a 
bi

g 
la

ke
, w

he
re

 s
no

w
 h

ut
s 

w
ith

 g
ut

 w
in

do
w

s 
se

nt
 o

ut
 a

 w
ar

m
 g

lo
w

 o
f 

w
el

co
m

e.
T

he
 w

om
en

 c
am

e 
ou

t 
to

 g
re

et
 u

s,
 a

nd
 A

ua
’s 

w
ife

, O
ru

lo
, l

ed
 m

e 
in

to
 

th
e 

ho
us

e.
 I

t 
w

as
, 

in
de

ed
, 

a 
gr

ou
p 

of
 h

ou
se

s,
 c

le
ve

rl
y 

bu
ilt

 t
og

et
he

r, 
a 
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A
ua

 a
nd

 O
ru

lo



A
n 

op
en

in
g 

ap
pe

ar
ed

 s
om

ew
he

re
 a

t t
he

 b
ac

k 
of

 K
uv

dl
o’

s 
ho

us
e,

 a
nd

 
th

ro
ug

h 
it

 c
am

e 
cr

aw
lin

g 
M

rs
. 

K
uv

dl
o,

 w
it

h 
th

e 
lit

tl
e 

ne
w

-b
or

n 
in

fa
nt

 
in

 h
er

 a
rm

s.
 S

he
 p

la
nt

ed
 h

er
se

lf
 i

n 
fr

on
t 

of
 t

he
 h

ut
 a

nd
 s

to
od

 w
ai

ti
ng

 
un

ti
l 

A
ua

 a
pp

ea
re

d.
 A

ua
, 

of
 c

ou
rs

e,
 w

as
 t

he
 s

pi
ri

tu
al

 s
he

ph
er

d 
of

 t
he

 
fl

oc
k.

 H
e 

st
ep

pe
d 

fo
rw

ar
d 

to
w

ar
ds

 th
e 

ch
ild

, b
ar

ed
 it

s 
he

ad
, a

nd
 p

la
ci

ng
 

hi
s 

lip
s 

cl
os

e 
to

 i
ts

 f
ac

e,
 u

tt
er

ed
 t

he
 f

ol
lo

w
in

g 
he

at
he

n 
eq

ui
va

le
nt

 o
f 

a 
m

or
ni

ng
 p

ra
ye

r:

“I
 r

is
e 

up
 f

ro
m

 r
es

t, 
M

ov
in

g 
sw

ift
ly

 a
s 

th
e 

ra
ve

n’
s 

w
in

g 
I 

ri
se

 u
p 

to
 m

ee
t 

th
e 

da
y 

– 
W

a-
w

a.
M

y 
fa

ce
 is

 t
ur

ne
d 

fr
om

 t
he

 d
ar

k 
of

 n
ig

ht
M

y 
ga

ze
 t

ow
ar

d 
th

e 
da

w
n,

 
To

w
ar

d 
th

e 
w

hi
te

ni
ng

 d
aw

n.
”

It
 w
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 t
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hi
ld

’s 
fir

st
 j

ou
rn

ey
, 

an
d 

th
e 

m
or

ni
ng

 h
ym

n 
w

as
 a

 m
ag

ic
 

fo
rm

ul
a 

to
 b

ri
ng

 it
 lu

ck
 t

hr
ou

gh
 li

fe
.

T
he

 w
in

te
r i

ce
 e

xt
en

ds
 so

m
e 

m
ile

s o
ut

 fr
om

 th
e 

sh
or

e,
 to

 a
ll 

in
te

nt
s a

nd
 

pu
rp

os
es

 a
s 

fir
m

 a
s 

la
nd

. T
he

n 
co

m
es

 th
e 

w
at

er
, w

ith
 p

ac
k 

ic
e 

dr
ift

in
g 

th
is

 
w

ay
 a

nd
 th

at
 a

cc
or

di
ng

 to
 w

in
d 

an
d 

cu
rr

en
t. 

W
he

n 
th

e 
w

in
d 

is
 

bl
ow

in
g 

of
f 

sh
or

e,
 h

ol
es

 a
pp

ea
r 

in
 t

he
 i

ce
 j

us
t 

at
 t

he
 e

dg
e,

 a
nd

 
th

e 
w

al
ru

s 
fo

llo
w

 t
he

se
, 

di
vi

ng
 

do
w

n 
to

 t
he

 b
ot

to
m

 t
o 

fe
ed

.
A

ua
 

an
d 

I 
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d 
se

tt
le

d 
ou
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el

ve
s,
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e 
th

e 
ot
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rs

, 
in

 
co

m
pa

ra
tiv

e 
sh

el
te

r 
be
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nd

 
a 

hu
m

m
oc

k 
of
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ce

, 
w

ith
 a

 g
oo

d 
vi

ew
 a

ll 
ro

un
d.

 T
he

 v
ig

il 
w

as
 b

y 
no

 m
ea

ns
 m

on
ot

on
ou

s;
 t

he
re

 
w

as
 s

om
et

hi
ng

 g
oi

ng
 o

n 
al

l t
he

 
tim

e,
 c

al
lin

g 
up

 m
em

or
ie

s 
of

 
pa

st
 h

un
tin

g.
 T

he
 p

ac
k 

ic
e 

w
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in

 c
on

st
an

t 
m

ov
em

en
t, 

su
rg

in
g 

an
d 

st
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in
in

g 
an

d 
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ng
 a

t 
ev

er
y 

ch
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k.
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d 
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en
 

a 
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p 
w

ou
ld

 a
pp
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r, 

an
d 

th
e 

na
ke

d 
w

at
er

 s
en

t 
up

 a
 f

re
ez

in
g 

m
is

t 
lik

e 
bl

ue
 s

m
ok

e,
 t

hr
ou

gh
 

w
hi

ch
 w

e 
co

ul
d 

ju
st

 d
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ce
rn

 t
he
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m
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m

on
g 

th
e 
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 p
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an

t 
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lin

g 
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bo

u 
sk

in
s.

W
e 

ex
pl
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ne

d 
th

at
 w

e 
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d 
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m
e 

do
w

n 
to

 h
un

t 
w

al
ru

s,
 a

nd
 t

he
 n

ew
s 

w
as

 g
re

et
ed

 w
ith

 a
cc

la
m

at
io

n 
by

 o
ur

 h
os

t 
an

d 
hi

s 
pa

rt
y.

 T
he

y 
ha

d 
be

en
 

th
in

ki
ng

 o
f 

do
in

g 
th

e 
sa

m
e 

th
em

se
lv

es
, a

nd
 it

 w
as

 n
ow

 s
ug

ge
st

ed
 t

ha
t 

th
e 

w
ho

le
 v

ill
ag

e 
sh

ou
ld

 m
ov

e 
do

w
n 

to
 s

om
e 

sn
ow

dr
ift

s 
on

 th
e 

lo
w

 ly
in

g 
la

nd
 

at
 C

ap
e 

El
iz

ab
et

h.
 T

he
y 

ha
d 

be
en

 h
un

tin
g 

in
la

nd
 a

ll 
th

e 
su

m
m

er
, a

nd
 th

er
e 

w
er

e 
nu

m
er

ou
s 

go
od

 m
ea

t 
de

po
ts

 e
st

ab
lis

he
d 

in
 t

he
 n

ei
gh

bo
rh

oo
d.

 T
he

re
 

w
as

 o
il 

en
ou

gh
 t

o 
w

ar
m

 u
p 

th
e 

ho
us

es
 f

or
 a

 w
hi

le
, 

bu
t 

th
e 

la
st

 b
ag

 o
f 

bl
ub

be
r 

ha
d 

al
re

ad
y 

be
en

 o
pe

ne
d.

 W
e 

de
ci

de
d 

th
er

ef
or

e 
to

 g
o 

hu
nt

in
g 

on
 

th
e 

ic
e.

 I
t 

w
as

 n
ec

es
sa

ry
 f

ir
st

 o
f 

al
l, 

ho
w

ev
er

, t
o 

sp
en

d 
on

e 
da

y 
in

 f
et

ch
in

g 
in

 s
to

re
s 

of
 c

ar
ib

ou
 m

ea
t f

ro
m

 th
e 

de
po

ts
, a

s 
th

er
e 

w
as

 n
o 

sa
yi

ng
 h

ow
 lo

ng
 

it 
m

ig
ht

 b
e 

be
fo

re
 w

e 
pr

oc
ur

ed
 a

ny
 o

th
er

.
O

n 
th

e 
da

y 
of

 th
e 

fin
al

 m
ov

e,
 a

ll 
w

er
e 

up
 b

et
im

es
 a

nd
 b

us
ily

 a
t w

or
k.

 
Po

ts
 a

nd
 d

is
he

s 
an

d 
ki

tc
he

n 
ut

en
si

ls
 g

en
er

al
ly

 w
er

e 
tr

un
dl

ed
 o

ut
 t

hr
ou

gh
 

th
e 

pa
ss

ag
es

, w
ith

 g
re

at
 b

al
es

 o
f 

ca
ri

bo
u 

sk
in

s,
 s

om
e 

ne
w

 a
nd

 u
nt

ou
ch

ed
, 

ot
he

rs
 m

or
e 

or
 l

es
s 

pr
ep

ar
ed

, 
an

d 
hu

ge
 u

nw
ie

ld
y 

bu
nd

le
s 

of
 c

lo
th

in
g,

 
m

en
’s,

 w
om

en
’s 

an
d 

ch
ild

re
n’

s.
 T

he
 th

in
gs

 h
ad

 n
ot

 s
ee

m
ed

 to
 ta

ke
 u

p 
m

uc
h 

ro
om

 w
ith

in
 d

oo
rs

, w
he

re
 e

ve
ry

th
in

g 
ha

d 
its

 p
la

ce
 a

nd
 u

se
, b

ut
 th

e 
w

ho
le

 
co

lle
ct

io
n 

st
ac

ke
d 

ou
ts

id
e 

in
 th

e 
op

en
 a

ir
 lo

ok
ed

 a
s 

cu
m

br
ou

s 
an

d 
ch

ao
tic

, 
as

 u
nm

is
ta

ka
bl

y 
“m

ov
in

g”
 a

s 
th

e 
w

or
ld

ly
 g

oo
ds

 o
f a

ny
 c

ity
 a

nd
 s

ub
ur

ba
n 

fa
m

ily
 w

ai
tin

g 
on

 t
he

 p
av

em
en

t 
fo

r 
th

e 
fu

rn
itu

re
 v

an
.

Ju
st

 a
t 

th
e 

la
st

 m
om

en
t, 

w
he

n 
th

e 
sl

ed
ge

s 
w

er
e 

lo
ad

ed
 u

p 
to

 t
he

 
fu

ll,
 a

nd
 t

he
 t

ea
m

s 
re

ad
y 

to
 s

ta
rt

, 
I 

ha
d 

th
e 

go
od

 f
or

tu
ne

 t
o 

w
itn

es
s 

a 
ch

ar
ac

te
ri

st
ic

 li
tt

le
 c

er
em

on
y;

 t
he

 in
iti

at
io

n 
of

 a
n 

in
fa

nt
 s

et
tin

g 
ou

t 
on

 it
s 

fir
st

 jo
ur

ne
y 

in
to

 t
he

 w
or

ld
.
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A
ua

’s 
sn

ow
 c

am
p

Iv
al

ua
rd

ju
k 

– 
A

ua
’s 

br
ot

he
r



ou
t. 

T
he

re
 w

as
 n

o 
lo

ng
er

 a
ny

 n
ee

d 
to

 s
tin

t 
th

e 
bl

ub
be

r 
fo

r 
th

e 
la

m
ps

, a
nd

 
th

er
e 

w
as

 f
oo

d 
in

 p
le

nt
y 

fo
r 

ou
rs

el
ve

s 
an

d 
th

e 
do

gs
.

A
 w

el
l-s

to
ck

ed
 l

ar
de

r 
se

ts
 o

ne
’s 

m
in

d 
at

 r
es

t, 
an

d 
on

e 
fe

el
s 

m
or

e 
at

 
lib

er
ty

 t
o 

co
ns

id
er

 h
ig

he
r 

th
in

gs
. 

A
ls

o,
 o

ur
 s

ur
ro

un
di

ng
s 

ge
ne

ra
lly

 w
er

e 
co

m
fo

rt
ab

le
 e

no
ug

h.
 T

he
 n

ew
 s

no
w

 h
ut

 w
as

 n
ot

 q
ui

te
 a

s 
la

rg
e 

as
 t

he
 

fo
rm

er
, a

nd
 la

ck
ed

 t
he

 f
an

ta
st

ic
 ic

ic
le

 a
do

rn
m

en
t 

w
ith

in
; b

ut
 it

 w
as

 e
as

ie
r 

to
 m

ak
e 

it 
w

ar
m

 a
nd

 c
os

y.
 T

he
 m

ai
n 

po
rt

io
n,

 t
he

 r
es

id
en

ce
 o

f 
A

ua
 a

nd
 

hi
s 

w
ife

, w
as

 la
rg

e 
en

ou
gh

 t
o 

sl
ee

p 
tw

en
ty

 w
ith

 e
as

e.
 O

pe
ni

ng
 o

ut
 o

f 
th

is
, 

th
ro

ug
h 

a 
lo

ft
y 

po
rt

al
, 

w
as

 a
 k

in
d 

of
 e

nt
ra

nc
e 

ha
ll,

 w
he

re
 y

ou
 b

ru
sh

 o
ff

 
th

e 
sn

ow
 b

ef
or

e 
co

m
in

g 
in

 t
o 

th
e 

w
ar

m
th

 o
f 

th
e 

in
ne

r 
ap

ar
tm

en
t. 

O
n 

th
e 

op
po

si
te

 s
id

e 
ag

ai
n 

w
as

 a
 la

rg
e,

 li
gh

t a
nn

ex
, a

cc
om

m
od

at
in

g 
tw

o 
fa

m
ili

es
. 

A
s 

lo
ng

 a
s 

th
er

e 
w

as
 b

lu
bb

er
 e

no
ug

h,
 s

ev
en

 o
r 

ei
gh

t 
la

m
ps

 w
er

e 
ke

pt
 

bu
rn

in
g,

 a
nd

 t
he

 p
la

ce
 w

as
 s

o 
w

ar
m

 t
ha

t 
on

e 
co

ul
d 

go
 a

bo
ut

 h
al

f 
na

ke
d 

an
d 

en
jo

y 
it.

 W
hi

ch
 s

ho
w

s 
w

ha
t c

an
 b

e 
m

ad
e 

ou
t o

f a
 s

no
w

dr
ift

 w
he

n 
yo

u 
kn

ow
 h

ow
 t

o 
go

 a
bo

ut
 it

.
A

ua
 g

av
e 

m
e 

le
av

e 
to

 a
sk

 q
ue

st
io

ns
, 

an
d 

pr
om

is
ed

 t
o 

an
sw

er
 t

he
m

. 
A

nd
 I 

qu
es

tio
ne

d 
hi

m
 a

cc
or

di
ng

ly
, c

hi
ef

ly
 u

po
n 

m
at

te
rs

 o
f r

el
ig

io
n,

 h
av

in
g 

al
re

ad
y 

pe
rc

ei
ve

d 
th

at
 t

he
 r

el
ig

io
us

 i
de

as
 o

f 
th

es
e 

pe
op

le
 m

us
t 

be
 i

n 
th

e 
m

ai
n 

id
en

tic
al

 w
ith

 t
ho

se
 o

f 
th

e 
G

re
en

la
nd

 E
sk

im
o.

A
 p

ro
m

in
en

t 
ch

ar
ac

te
r 

in
 t

he
 G

re
en

la
nd

 m
yt

ho
lo

gy
 is

 t
he

 M
is

tr
es

s 
of

 
th

e 
Se

a,
 w

ho
 li

ve
s 

on
 t

he
 f

lo
or

 o
f 

th
e 

oc
ea

n.
 I

 a
sk

ed
 A

ua
 t

o 
te

ll 
m

e 
al

l h
e 

co
ul

d 
ab

ou
t 

he
r. 

N
ot

hi
ng

 l
oa

th
, 

he
 s

et
tle

d 
hi

m
se

lf 
to

 t
he

 t
as

k,
 a

nd
 w

ith
 

el
oq

ue
nt

 g
es

tu
re

s 
an

d 
a 

vo
ic

e 
th

at
 r

os
e 

an
d 

fe
ll 

in
 a

cc
or

d 
w

ith
 th

e 
te

no
r 

of
 

hi
s 

th
em

e,
 h

e 
to

ld
 t

he
 s

to
ry

 o
f 

th
e 

go
dd

es
s 

of
 m

ea
t 

fr
om

 t
he

 s
ea

.
Br

ie
fly

, 
it 

is
 a

s 
fo

llo
w

s:
 T

he
re

 w
as

 o
nc

e 
a 

gi
rl

 w
ho

 r
ef

us
ed

 a
ll 

of
fe

rs
 

of
 m

ar
ri

ag
e,

 u
nt

il 
at

 l
as

t 
sh

e 
w

as
 e

nt
ic

ed
 a

w
ay

 b
y 

a 
pe

tr
el

 d
is

gu
is

ed
 a

s 
a 

ha
nd

so
m

e 
yo

un
g 

m
an

. 
A

ft
er

 l
iv

in
g 

w
ith

 h
im

 f
or

 s
om

e 
tim

e,
 s

he
 w

as
 

re
sc

ue
d 

by
 h

er
 fa

th
er

, b
ut

 th
e 

pe
tr

el
, s

et
tin

g 
ou

t i
n 

pu
rs

ui
t, 

ra
is

ed
 a

 v
io

le
nt

 
st

or
m

, 
an

d 
th

e 
fa

th
er

, 
in

 t
er

ro
r, 

th
re

w
 t

he
 g

ir
l 

ov
er

bo
ar

d 
to

 l
ig

ht
en

 t
he

 
bo

at
. S

he
 c

lu
ng

 to
 th

e 
si

de
, a

nd
 h

e 
ch

op
pe

d 
of

f, 
fir

st
 th

e 
tip

s 
of

 h
er

 fi
ng

er
s,

 
th

en
 t

he
 o

th
er

 j
oi

nt
s,

 a
nd

 f
in

al
ly

 t
he

 w
ri

st
s.

 A
nd

 t
he

 j
oi

nt
s 

tu
rn

ed
 i

nt
o 

se
al

 a
nd

 w
al

ru
s 

as
 t

he
y 

fe
ll 

in
to

 t
he

 s
ea

. B
ut

 t
he

 g
ir

l s
an

k 
to

 t
he

 b
ot

to
m

, 
an

d 
liv

es
 t

he
re

 n
ow

, 
an

d 
ru

le
s 

ov
er

 a
ll 

th
e 

cr
ea

tu
re

s 
of

 t
he

 s
ea

. 
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Ta
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lu
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; 
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d 

it 
is

 h
er

 f
at

he
r 

w
ho
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s 

ch
ar

ge
d 

w
ith

 t
he

 
pu

ni
sh

m
en

t o
f t

ho
se

 w
ho

 h
av

e 
si

nn
ed

 o
n 

ea
rt

h 
an

d 
ar

e 
no

t y
et

 a
llo

w
ed

 to
 

en
te

r 
th

e 
la

nd
 o

f 
th

e 
de

ad
.

A
ua

’s 
w

ife
 w

as
 o

ne
 o

f 
th

os
e 

w
om

en
 w

ho
 g

iv
e 

th
em

se
lv

es
 u

p 
en

tir
el

y 
to

 t
he

 c
ar

e 
of

 t
he

ir
 h

ou
se

 a
nd

 t
ho

se
 a

bo
ut

 t
he

m
. 

Sh
e 

w
as

 n
ev

er
 i

dl
e 

fo
r 

a 
m

om
en

t 
du

ri
ng

 t
he

 d
ay

, 
an

d 
th

e 
am

ou
nt

 o
f 

w
or

k 
sh

e 
m

an
ag

ed
 t

o 
ge

t 
th

ro
ug

h 
w

as
 a

st
on

is
hi

ng
. 

Sh
e 

lik
ed

 n
ee

dl
ew

or
k 

be
st

, 
bu

t 
th

er
e 

w
as

 
ce

rt
ai

nl
y 

no
 l

ac
k 

of
 t

ha
t, 

in
 t

he
 r

ep
ai

ri
ng

 o
f 

al
l 

th
e 

ga
rm

en
ts

 w
or

n 
an

d 
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bl
ac

k 
sh

ap
es

 o
f 

th
e 

w
al

ru
s 

ri
si

ng
 t

o 
br

ea
th

e.
 W

e 
co

ul
d 

he
ar

 t
he

ir
 l

on
g,

 
sl

ow
 g

as
p 

– 
an

d 
th

en
 d

ow
n 

th
ey

 w
en

t t
o 

th
ei

r 
fe

ed
in

g 
gr

ou
nd

s 
be

lo
w

. W
e 

ha
d 

bo
th

 e
xp

er
ie

nc
ed

 i
t 

al
l 

m
an

y 
a 

tim
e 

be
fo

re
; 

an
d 

th
e 

fa
m

ili
ar

 s
ig

ht
s 

an
d 

so
un

ds
 lo

os
en

ed
 o

ur
 t

on
gu

es
 in

 r
ec

ol
le

ct
io

n.
“M

en
 a

nd
 t

he
 b

ea
st

s 
ar

e 
m

uc
h 

al
ik

e,
” 

sa
id

 A
ua

 s
ag

el
y.

 “
A

nd
 s

o 
it 

w
as

 o
ur

 f
at

he
rs

 b
el

ie
ve

d 
th

at
 m

en
 c

ou
ld

 b
e 

an
im

al
s 

fo
r 

a 
tim

e,
 t

he
n 

m
en

 
ag

ai
n.

” 
So

 h
e 

to
ld

 th
e 

st
or

y 
of

 a
 b

ea
r h

e 
ha

d 
on

ce
 o

bs
er

ve
d,

 h
un

tin
g 

w
al

ru
s 

lik
e 

a 
hu

m
an

 b
ei

ng
, c

re
ep

in
g 

up
 a

nd
 t

ak
in

g 
co

ve
r, 

til
l i

t 
go

t 
w

ith
in

 r
an

ge
, 

w
he

n 
it 

flu
ng

 a
 h

ug
e 

bl
oc

k 
of

 ic
e 

th
at

 s
tr

uc
k 

its
 v

ic
tim

 s
en

se
le

ss
.

T
he

n 
su

dd
en

ly
 A

ua
 h

im
se

lf 
ga

ve
 a

 s
ta

rt
 –

 h
e 

ha
d 

be
en

 k
ee

pi
ng

 a
 

go
od

 l
oo

k 
ou

t 
al

l 
th

e 
tim

e 
– 

an
d 

po
in

te
d 

to
 w

he
re

 M
ite

q 
w

as
 s

ta
nd

in
g 

w
ith

 h
is

 h
ar

po
on

 r
ai

se
d.

 J
us

t 
ah

ea
d 

of
 h

im
 w

as
 a

 t
in

y 
ga

p 
in

 t
he

 ic
e,

 t
he

 
m

er
es

t 
pu

dd
le

, w
ith

 b
ar

el
y 

ro
om

 f
or

 t
he

 b
ro

ad
 b

ac
k 

of
 a

 w
al

ru
s 

th
at

 n
ow

 
ap

pe
ar

ed
. M

ite
q 

w
ai

te
d 

til
l t

he
 h

ea
d 

ca
m

e 
up

, a
nd

 th
en

, b
ef

or
e 

th
e 

cr
ea

tu
re

 
ha

d 
tim

e 
to

 b
re

at
he

, d
ro

ve
 h

is
 h

ar
po

on
 d

ee
p 

in
to

 t
he

 b
lu

bb
er

 o
f 

its
 f

la
nk

. 
T

he
re

 w
as

 a
 g

ur
gl

e 
of

 s
al

t 
w

at
er

, 
a 

fo
un

ta
in

 o
f 

sp
ra

y 
flu

ng
 o

ut
 o

ve
r 

th
e 

ic
e,

 a
nd

 t
he

 w
al

ru
s 

di
sa

pp
ea

re
d.

 B
ut

 M
ite

q 
ha

d 
al

re
ad

y 
th

ru
st

 h
is

 ic
e-

ax
e 

th
ro

ug
h 

th
e 

lo
op

 a
t 

th
e 

en
d 

of
 h

is
 h

ar
po

on
 li

ne
, a

nd
 t

he
 w

al
ru

s 
w

as
 h

el
d.

W
e 

hu
rr

ie
d 

up
 a

nd
 h

el
pe

d 
to

 h
au

l i
t i

n,
 d

is
pa

tc
he

d 
it,

 a
nd

 s
et

 a
bo

ut
 th

e 
w

or
k 

of
 c

ut
tin

g 
up

. T
hi

s 
w

as
 c

om
pl

et
ed

 b
ef

or
e 

da
rk

, a
nd

 w
he

n 
w

e 
dr

ov
e 

in
 th

at
 n

ig
ht

 to
 th

e 
ne

w
 s

no
w

 p
al

ac
e 

at
 It

ib
le

ri
an

g,
 I 

w
as

 p
ro

ud
 to

 fe
el

 th
at

 
on

e 
of

 m
y 

ow
n 

pa
rt

y 
ha

d 
gi

ve
n 

th
es

e 
pr

of
es

si
on

al
s 

a 
le

ad
 o

n 
th

ei
r 

ow
n 

gr
ou

nd
.

T
he

re
 w

as
 g

re
at

 r
ej

oi
ci

ng
 a

t 
ou

r 
ar

ri
va

l; 
a 

fu
ll-

gr
ow

n 
w

al
ru

s 
m

ea
ns

 
m

ea
t 

an
d 

bl
ub

be
r 

fo
r 

m
an

y 
da

ys
, a

nd
 t

hi
s 

w
as

 t
he

 f
ir

st
 d

ay
 w

e 
ha

d 
be

en
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A
pa

k,
 d

au
gh

te
r o

f t
he

 s
ha

m
an

 A
ua

, w
as

 v
isi

on
ar

y 
an

d 
he

re
 d

re
w

 o
ne

 o
f h

er
 

vi
sio

ns
 –

 a
 fo

ur
-le

gg
ed

 m
ou

nt
ai

n 
sp

iri
t 

 
 

  
  

 b
y 

A
pa
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m
ea

t h
er

e,
 a

 lu
m

p 
of

 b
lu

bb
er

 th
er

e,
 w

he
re

ve
r 

an
y 

m
ig

ht
 b

e 
ru

nn
in

g 
sh

or
t. 

I h
ad

 o
ft

en
 a

sk
ed

 h
er

 to
 te

ll 
m

e 
so

m
et

hi
ng

 a
bo

ut
 h

er
 li

fe
 a

nd
 s

uc
h 

ev
en

ts
 a

s 
ha

d 
m

ad
e 

an
y 

im
pr

es
si

on
 o

n 
he

r 
m

in
d,

 b
ut

 s
he

 a
lw

ay
s 

tu
rn

ed
 it

 o
ff

 w
ith

 a
 

jo
ke

; t
he

re
 w

as
 n

ot
hi

ng
 to

 te
ll.

 I 
w

ou
ld

 n
ot

 le
av

e 
he

r 
in

 p
ea

ce
, h

ow
ev

er
; f

or
 

th
is

 s
ee

m
ed

 to
 m

e 
an

 a
m

us
in

g 
fa

sh
io

n 
in

 w
hi

ch
 to

 g
et

 a
 g

lim
ps

e 
of

 E
sk

im
o 

lif
e.

 A
t 

la
st

 o
ne

 d
ay

 w
he

n 
w

e 
w

er
e 

al
l a

lo
ne

 in
 t

he
 h

ou
se

, a
nd

 t
he

 o
th

er
s 

ou
t 

hu
nt

in
g,

 s
he

 b
eg

an
 t

o 
ta

lk
. 

Sh
e 

w
as

 s
itt

in
g 

in
 h

er
 u

su
al

 w
or

kp
la

ce
 

be
hi

nd
 th

e 
la

m
p,

 w
ith

 h
er

 b
ar

e 
le

gs
 c

ro
ss

ed
, s

ew
in

g 
at

 a
 p

ai
r 

of
 w

at
er

pr
oo

f 
bo

ot
s,

 w
he

n 
su

dd
en

ly
 s

he
 h

er
se

lf 
in

te
rr

up
te

d 
m

e 
in

 m
y 

w
or

k,
 b

re
ak

in
g 

ou
t 

w
ith

ou
t 

th
e 

le
as

t 
in

tr
od

uc
tio

n 
in

to
 a

 f
lo

w
 o

f 
ol

d 
re

co
lle

ct
io

ns
:

“I
 a

m
 c

al
le

d 
O

ru
lo

 (
“t

he
 d

iff
ic

ul
t 

on
e”

), 
bu

t 
m

y 
na

m
e 

is
 r

ea
lly

 
A

qi
gi

ar
ju

k 
(“

th
e 

lit
tle

 p
ta

rm
ig

an
”)

. I
 w

as
 b

or
n 

at
 t

he
 m

ou
th

 o
f 

A
dm

ir
al

ty
 

In
le

t. 
W

hi
le

 I
 w

as
 s

til
l 

a 
lit

tle
 c

hi
ld

 c
ar

ri
ed

 o
n 

m
y 

m
ot

he
r’s

 b
ac

k,
 m

y 
pa

re
nt

s 
le

ft
 B

af
fin

 L
an

d 
an

d 
se

tt
le

d 
at

 I
gl

ul
ik

.
“T

he
 f

ir
st

 t
hi

ng
 I

 c
an

 r
em

em
be

r 
is

 t
ha

t 
m

y 
m

ot
he

r 
liv

ed
 q

ui
te

 a
lo

ne
 

in
 a

 l
itt

le
 s

no
w

 h
ut

. 
I 

co
ul

d 
no

t 
un

de
rs

ta
nd

 w
hy

 m
y 

fa
th

er
 w

ou
ld

 l
iv

e 
in

 
an

ot
he

r 
ho

us
e,

 b
ut

 th
en

 I 
w

as
 to

ld
 th

at
 it

 w
as

 b
ec

au
se

 m
y 

m
ot

he
r 

ha
d 

ju
st

 
ha

d 
a 

ch
ild

 a
nd

 w
as

 t
he

re
fo

re
 u

nc
le

an
 a

nd
 m

us
t 

no
t 

be
 n

ea
r 

th
e 

an
im

al
s 

ki
lle

d 
fo

r 
so

m
e 

tim
e 

to
 c

om
e.

 B
ut

 I
 w

as
 a

llo
w

ed
 t

o 
vi

si
t 

he
r 

w
he

n 
I 

lik
ed

; 
on

ly
 I 

co
ul

d 
ne

ve
r 

fin
d 

th
e 

en
tr

an
ce

 to
 th

at
 h

ut
. I

 w
as

 s
o 

lit
tle

 th
at

 I 
co

ul
d 

no
t s

ee
 o

ve
r 

th
e 

bl
oc

k 
of

 s
no

w
 th

e 
ot

he
rs

 s
te

pp
ed

 a
cr

os
s 

as
 th

ey
 w

en
t i

n,
 s

o 
I h

ad
 to

 s
ta

nd
 th

er
e 

ca
lli

ng
 o

ut
 ‘M

ot
he

r, 
M

ot
he

r, 
I w

an
t t

o 
co

m
e 

in
!’ 

un
til

 
so

m
eo

ne
 c

am
e 

an
d 

lif
te

d 
m

e 
ov

er
 in

to
 t

he
 p

as
sa

ge
. A

nd
 t

he
n 

w
he

n 
I 

w
as

 
in

si
de

, t
he

 s
no

w
 b

en
ch

 w
he

re
 s

he
 s

at
 lo

ok
ed

 s
o 

hi
gh

, s
o 

hi
gh

, I
 c

ou
ld

 n
ot

 
ge

t 
up

 t
he

re
 m

ys
el

f 
bu

t 
ha

d 
to

 b
e 

lif
te

d.
 I

 w
as

 n
o 

bi
gg

er
 t

ha
n 

th
at

 w
he

n 
I 

fir
st

 b
eg

an
 t

o 
re

m
em

be
r 

th
in

gs
.

“T
he

 n
ex

t 
th

in
g 

I 
re

m
em

be
r 

is
 f

ro
m

 P
ili

ng
, 

a 
bi

g 
hu

nt
in

g 
gr

ou
nd

 i
n 

Ba
ff

in
 L

an
d.

 I
 r

em
em

be
r 

gn
aw

in
g 

m
ea

t 
fr

om
 t

he
 le

g 
of

 a
 b

ir
d,

 a
 h

ug
e 

bi
g 

th
ig

hb
on

e,
 a

nd
 I 

w
as

 to
ld

 it
 w

as
 a

 g
oo

se
. U

p 
til

l t
he

n 
I k

ne
w

 n
ot

hi
ng

 b
ig

ge
r 

th
an

 p
ta

rm
ig

an
, a

nd
 t

ho
ug

ht
 it

 m
us

t 
be

 a
 t

er
ri

bl
y 

bi
g 

bi
rd

.
“T

he
n 

al
l m

y 
m

em
or

ie
s 

di
sa

pp
ea

r, 
un

til
 o

ne
 d

ay
 a

s 
it 

w
er

e,
 I 

w
ak

e 
up

 
ag

ai
n,

 a
nd

 th
en

 w
e 

w
er

e 
liv

in
g 

at
 a

 p
la

ce
 c

al
le

d 
T

he
 M

ou
nt

ai
n.

 M
y 

fa
th

er
 

w
as

 il
l, 

al
l t

he
 o

th
er

s 
in

 t
he

 p
la

ce
 h

ad
 g

on
e 

of
f 

hu
nt

in
g 

in
la

nd
, a

nd
 I

 w
as

 
le

ft
 a

lo
ne

. 
Fa

th
er

 h
ad

 p
ai

ns
 i

n 
hi

s 
ch

es
t 

an
d 

lu
ng

s,
 a

nd
 g

re
w

 w
or

se
 a

nd
 

w
or

se
. W

e 
w

er
e 

qu
ite

 a
lo

ne
, m

y 
m

ot
he

r, 
m

y 
tw

o 
lit

tle
 b

ro
th

er
s 

an
d 

I, 
an

d 
m

ot
he

r 
w

as
 v

er
y 

un
ha

pp
y.

“O
ne

 d
ay

 I 
ca

m
e 

ru
nn

in
g 

in
to

 th
e 

te
nt

 a
nd

 c
al

le
d 

ou
t: 

‘H
er

e 
ar

e 
w

hi
te

 
m

en
 c

om
in

g!
’ I

 h
ad

 s
ee

n 
w

ha
t I

 th
ou

gh
t m

us
t b

e 
w

hi
te

 m
en

; b
ut

 w
he

n 
m

y 
fa

th
er

 h
ea

rd
 it

, h
e 

ga
ve

 a
 d

ee
p 

si
gh

, a
nd

 s
ai

d,
 ‘A

la
s 

I 
th

ou
gh

t 
I 

m
ig

ht
 y

et
 

liv
e 

an
d 

br
ea

th
e 

a 
lit

tle
 w

hi
le

; 
bu

t 
no

w
 I

 k
no

w
 t

ha
t 

I 
sh

al
l 

ne
ve

r 
go

 o
ut

 
hu

nt
in

g 
an

y 
m

or
e.

’
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to
rn

 i
n 

th
e 

da
ily

 h
un

tin
g 

ex
pe

di
tio

ns
. 

A
nd

 t
he

re
 w

er
e 

m
an

y 
ot

he
r 

du
tie

s 
to

 a
tt

en
d 

to
. S

he
 h

ad
 to

 fe
tc

h 
in

 s
no

w
 fo

r 
m

el
tin

g,
 a

nd
 s

ee
 th

at
 th

e 
bu

ck
et

 
w

as
 a

lw
ay

s 
fu

ll.
 M

ea
t h

ad
 to

 b
e 

th
aw

ed
 o

n 
th

e 
si

de
 b

en
ch

, w
he

re
 a

 p
or

tio
n 

m
us

t 
al

w
ay

s 
be

 in
 r

ea
di

ne
ss

, d
og

 f
oo

d 
m

us
t 

be
 c

ut
 u

p 
an

d 
ke

pt
 r

ea
dy

 f
or

 
th

e 
te

am
s 

on
 t

he
ir

 r
et

ur
n,

 t
he

re
 w

as
 b

lu
bb

er
 t

o 
be

 f
ro

ze
n 

an
d 

be
at

en
 t

o 
m

ak
e 

th
e 

oi
l r

un
 o

f 
its

el
f 

re
ad

y 
fo

r 
th

e 
la

m
p,

 a
nd

 t
he

 la
m

p 
in

 t
ur

n 
ha

d 
to

 
be

 c
ar

ef
ul

ly
 t

en
de

d 
so

 t
ha

t 
it 

di
d 

no
t 

sm
ok

e.
 I

f 
th

e 
he

at
 i

n 
th

e 
hu

t 
ro

se
 

be
yo

nd
 a

 c
er

ta
in

 li
m

it 
th

e 
sn

ow
 o

n 
th

e 
in

si
de

 o
f 

th
e 

ro
of

 w
ou

ld
 m

el
t 

an
d 

dr
ip

; 
th

is
 h

ad
 t

o 
be

 s
to

pp
ed

 b
y 

th
e 

ap
pl

ic
at

io
n 

of
 f

re
sh

 l
um

ps
 o

f 
sn

ow
 

fr
om

 w
ith

ou
t, 

pl
as

te
re

d 
on

 t
o 

th
e 

w
ea

ke
ni

ng
 s

po
ts

. S
ho

ul
d 

an
 a

ct
ua

l h
ol

e 
be

 t
ha

w
ed

 i
n 

ro
of

 o
r 

w
al

ls
, 

sh
e 

ha
d 

to
 g

o 
ou

ts
id

e 
he

rs
el

f 
an

d 
tr

im
 t

he
 

op
en

in
g,

 fi
lli

ng
 it

 u
p 

th
en

 w
ith

 fr
es

h 
bl

oc
ks

 o
f s

no
w

. R
aw

 s
ea

ls
ki

ns
 h

ad
 to

 
be

 s
cr

ap
ed

 f
re

e 
of

 b
lu

bb
er

 a
nd

 s
tr

et
ch

ed
 o

ut
 t

o 
dr

y 
ov

er
 t

he
 l

am
p,

 s
la

bs
 

of
 h

id
e 

fo
r 

so
le

 le
at

he
r, 

ha
rd

 a
s 

w
oo

d,
 h

ad
 to

 b
e 

ch
ew

ed
 ti

ll 
so

ft
. A

ll 
th

es
e 

ho
us

eh
ol

d 
du

tie
s 

ho
w

ev
er

, w
er

e 
ch

ee
rf

ul
ly

 t
ak

en
 a

s 
pa

rt
 o

f 
he

r 
bu

sy
 d

ay
, 

to
 t

he
 a

cc
om

pa
ni

m
en

t 
of

 s
cr

ap
s 

of
 s

on
g;

 a
nd

 o
ne

 c
ou

ld
 a

lw
ay
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 o
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 g
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 p
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w
ith

 g
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 s
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w
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l 
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 e
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ed
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a 
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ng
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en
 s

ub
lim

e 
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at
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n.
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ut
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ra
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 f
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 c
on

tr
ad

ic
tio

ns
 c

on
tin

ua
lly

 
m

et
 w

ith
 m

us
t a

lm
os

t p
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 d
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g 
w

ith
 p

ri
m
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 f
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ra
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 c
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 c
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 p
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 f
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 p
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 b
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at
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 c
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, b
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 c
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at
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 m
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 m
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, b
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l b
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 m
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m
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 b
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 d
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 d
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 b
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 c
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w
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d 

ca
m

e 
te

ar
in

g 
ov

er
 t

he
 g

ro
un

d,
 o

ur
 e

ye
s 

an
d 

m
ou

th
s 

w
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 o
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 t
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O
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 b
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 t
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m
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 c
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 c
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 c
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 f
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 c
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 d
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 f
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ll 
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e 
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e 
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xp
la
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ed

 t
o 

yo
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 b
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 li
fe

 h
er

e;
 a

nd
 it
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 b
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n 
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 m
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e 
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 m
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 d
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he
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e 
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 b
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 c
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s 
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 m
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w
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T
hi

s 
en

de
d 

hi
s 

de
m

on
st

ra
tio

n,
 a

nd
 w

e 
re

tu
rn

ed
 t

o 
ou

r 
ho

us
e,

 t
o 

re
su

m
e,

 w
ith

 t
he

 o
th

er
s,

 t
he

 in
te

rr
up

te
d 

di
sc

us
si

on
.

“Y
ou

 s
ee
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 s
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d 

A
ua
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yo

u 
ar

e 
eq

ua
lly

 u
na

bl
e 

to
 g

iv
e 

an
y 

re
as

on
 w

he
n 

w
e 

as
k 

yo
u 

w
hy

 l
ife

 i
s 
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 i

t 
is

. 
A

nd
 s

o 
it 

m
us

t 
be

. 
A

ll 
ou

r 
cu
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om

s 
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m
e 

fr
om

 li
fe

 a
nd

 tu
rn

 to
w

ar
ds

 li
fe

; w
e 

ex
pl

ai
n 

no
th

in
g,

 w
e 

be
lie

ve
 n

ot
hi

ng
, b

ut
 

in
 w

ha
t 

I 
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ve
 ju

st
 s

ho
w

n 
yo

u 
lie

s 
ou

r 
an

sw
er
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o 
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l y

ou
 a

sk
.
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e 

fe
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t 
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 w

e 
m
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t 

fig
ht

 a
ga
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st
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o 
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st
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ur
 f
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d 
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 a
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ea

. W
e 

fe
ar
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.
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fe
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 d
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th

 a
nd
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un

ge
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 c
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d 
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ow
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 d
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t 
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f 
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e 
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e 

fe
ar

 th
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e 
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 d
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 d
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, 
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t 
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e 
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in
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f 
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e 
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d 
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e 
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t 
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n 
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ke
d 
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s 
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.

“W
e 

fe
ar

 t
he

 s
ou

ls
 o
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 b
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w
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 f
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 l
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w
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ut
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os
e 
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 o
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at
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e 
m
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 u
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ar

. W
e 

fe
ar

 w
ha

t w
e 

se
e 

ab
ou

t u
s,

 a
nd

 w
e 

fe
ar

 a
ll 

th
e 

in
vi

si
bl

e 
th

in
gs

 th
at

 a
re

 li
ke

w
is

e 
ab

ou
t u

s,
 a

ll 
th

at
 w

e 
ha

ve
 h

ea
rd

 o
f 

in
 o

ur
 f

or
ef

at
he

rs
’ s

to
ri

es
 a

nd
 m

yt
hs

. T
he

re
fo

re
 w

e 
ha

ve
 o

ur
 c

us
to

m
s,

 w
hi

ch
 a

re
 n

ot
 t

he
 s

am
e 

as
 t

ho
se

 o
f 

th
e 

w
hi

te
 m

en
, t

he
 

w
hi

te
 m

en
 w

ho
 li

ve
 in

 a
no

th
er

 la
nd

 a
nd

 h
av

e 
ne

ed
 o

f 
ot

he
r 

w
ay

s.
”

T
ha

t 
w

as
 A

ua
’s 

ex
pl

an
at

io
n;

 h
e 

w
as

, 
as

 a
lw

ay
s,

 c
le

ar
 i

n 
hi

s 
lin

e 
of

 
th

ou
gh

t, 
an

d 
w

ith
 a

 r
em

ar
ka

bl
e 

po
w

er
 o

f 
ex

pr
es

si
ng

 w
ha

t 
he

 m
ea

nt
. 

H
e 

w
as

 s
ile

nt
 t

he
n,

 a
nd

 a
s 

I 
di

d 
no

t 
at

 o
nc

e 
re

su
m

e 
th

e 
co

nv
er

sa
tio

n,
 h

is
 

yo
un

ge
r 

br
ot

he
r 

Iv
al

ua
rd

ju
k 

to
ok

 u
p 

th
e 

th
em

e,
 a

nd
 s

ai
d:

“T
he

 g
re

at
es

t 
pe

ri
l 

of
 l

ife
 l

ie
s 

in
 t

he
 f

ac
t 

th
at

 h
um

an
 f

oo
d 

co
ns

is
ts

 
en

tir
el

y 
of

 s
ou

ls
.

“A
ll 

th
e 

cr
ea

tu
re

s 
th

at
 w

e 
ha

ve
 t

o 
ki

ll 
an

d 
ea

t, 
al

l t
ho

se
 t

ha
t 

w
e 

ha
ve

 
to

 s
tr

ik
e 

do
w

n 
an

d 
de

st
ro

y 
to

 m
ak

e 
cl

ot
he

s 
fo

r 
ou

rs
el

ve
s,

 h
av

e 
so

ul
s,

 li
ke

 
w

e 
ha

ve
, s

ou
ls

 th
at

 d
o 

no
t p

er
is

h 
w

ith
 th

e 
bo

dy
, a

nd
 w

hi
ch

 m
us

t t
he

re
fo

re
 

be
 p

ro
pi

tia
te

d 
le

st
 t

he
y 

sh
ou

ld
 r

ev
en

ge
 t

he
m

se
lv

es
 o

n 
us

 f
or

 t
ak

in
g 

aw
ay

 
th

ei
r 

bo
di

es
.”

“I
n 

th
e 

ol
d 

da
ys

, 
it 

w
as

 f
ar

 w
or

se
 t

ha
n 

it 
is

 n
ow

,”
 p

ut
 i

n 
A

na
rq

fiq
, 

“E
ve

ry
th

in
g 

w
as

 m
or

e 
di

ff
ic

ul
t, 

an
d 

ou
r 

cu
st

om
s 

ac
co

rd
in

gl
y 

m
uc

h 
m

or
e 

st
ri

ct
. 

In
 t

ho
se

 d
ay

s,
 m

en
 h

un
te

d 
on

ly
 w

ith
 b

ow
 a

nd
 a

rr
ow

 a
nd

 k
ne

w
 

no
th

in
g 

of
 t

he
 w

hi
te

 m
en

’s 
fir

ea
rm

s.
 I

t 
w

as
 f

ar
 m

or
e 

di
ff

ic
ul

t 
to

 li
ve

 t
he

n,
 

an
d 

of
te

n 
m

en
 c

ou
ld

 n
ot

 g
et

 f
oo

d 
en

ou
gh

. 
T

he
 c

ar
ib

ou
 w

er
e 

hu
nt

ed
 i

n 

K
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S
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N
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th
e 

ic
e,

 w
he

re
 t

he
 s

no
w

 w
as

 b
ei

ng
 la

sh
ed

 a
bo

ut
 in

 w
av

es
 b

y 
th

e 
w

in
d,

 h
e 

sa
id

: “I
n 

or
de

r 
to

 h
un

t w
el

l a
nd

 li
ve

 h
ap

pi
ly

, m
an

 m
us

t h
av

e 
ca

lm
 w

ea
th

er
. 

W
hy

 th
is

 c
on

st
an

t s
uc

ce
ss

io
n 

of
 b

liz
za

rd
s 

an
d 

al
l t

hi
s 

ne
ed

le
ss

 h
ar

ds
hi

p 
fo

r 
m

en
 s

ee
ki

ng
 f

oo
d 

fo
r 

th
em

se
lv

es
 a

nd
 t

ho
se

 t
he

y 
ca

re
 f

or
? 

W
hy

? 
W

hy
?”

W
e 

ha
d 

co
m

e 
ou

t 
ju

st
 a

t 
th

e 
tim

e 
w

he
n 

th
e 

m
en

 w
er

e 
re

tu
rn

in
g 

fr
om

 
th

ei
r 

w
at

ch
in

g 
at

 t
he

 b
lo

w
ho

le
s 

on
 t

he
 i

ce
; 

th
ey

 c
am

e 
in

 l
itt

le
 g

ro
up

s,
 

bo
w

ed
 fo

rw
ar

d,
 to

ili
ng

 a
lo

ng
 a

ga
in

st
 th

e 
w

in
d,

 w
hi

ch
 a

ct
ua

lly
 fo

rc
ed

 th
em

 
no

w
 a

nd
 a

ga
in

 to
 s

to
p,

 s
o 

fie
rc

e 
w

er
e 

th
e 

gu
st

s.
 N

ot
 o

ne
 o

f t
he

m
 h

ad
 a

 s
ea

l 
in

 t
ow

; t
he

ir
 w

ho
le

 d
ay

 o
f 

pa
in

fu
l e

ff
or

t 
an

d 
en

du
ra

nc
e 

ha
d 

be
en

 in
 v

ai
n.

I 
co

ul
d 

gi
ve

 n
o 

an
sw

er
 t

o 
A

ua
’s 

“W
hy

?,
” 

bu
t 

sh
oo

k 
m

y 
he

ad
 i

n 
si

le
nc

e.
 H

e 
th

en
 l

ed
 m

e 
in

to
 K

ub
lo

’s 
ho

us
e,

 w
hi

ch
 w

as
 c

lo
se

 b
es

id
e 

ou
r 

ow
n.

 T
he

 s
m

al
l 

bl
ub

be
r 

la
m

p 
bu

rn
ed

 w
ith

 b
ut

 t
he

 f
ai

nt
es

t 
fla

m
e,

 g
iv

in
g 

ou
t 

no
 h

ea
t 

w
ha

te
ve

r;
 a

 c
ou

pl
e 

of
 c

hi
ld

re
n 

cr
ou

ch
ed

, 
sh

iv
er

in
g,

 u
nd

er
 a

 
sk

in
 r

ug
 o

n 
th

e 
be

nc
h.

A
ua

 l
oo

ke
d 

at
 m

e 
ag

ai
n,

 a
nd

 s
ai

d:
 “

W
hy

 s
ho

ul
d 

it 
be

 c
ol

d 
an

d 
co

m
fo

rt
le

ss
 i

n 
he

re
? 

K
ub

lo
 h

as
 b

ee
n 

ou
t 

hu
nt

in
g 

al
l 

da
y,

 a
nd

 i
f 

he
 h

ad
 

go
t 

a 
se

al
, 

as
 h

e 
de

se
rv

ed
, 

hi
s 

w
ife

 w
ou

ld
 n

ow
 b

e 
si

tt
in

g 
la

ug
hi

ng
 b

es
id

e 
he

r 
la

m
p,

 l
et

tin
g 

it 
bu

rn
 f

ul
l, 

w
ith

ou
t 

fe
ar

 o
f 

ha
vi

ng
 n

o 
bl

ub
be

r 
le

ft
 f

or
 

to
m

or
ro

w
. T

he
 p

la
ce

 w
ou

ld
 b

e 
w

ar
m

 a
nd

 b
ri

gh
t a

nd
 c

he
er

fu
l. 

T
he

 c
hi

ld
re

n 
w

ou
ld

 c
om

e 
ou

t 
fr

om
 u

nd
er

 t
he

ir
 r

ug
s 

an
d 

en
jo

y 
lif

e.
W

hy
 s

ho
ul

d 
it 

no
t 

be
 s

o?
 W

hy
?”

I 
m

ad
e 

no
 a

ns
w

er
, a

nd
 h

e 
le

d 
m

e 
ou

t 
of

 t
he

 h
ou

se
, i

n 
to

 a
 li

tt
le

 s
no

w
 

hu
t 

w
he

re
 h

is
 s

is
te

r 
N

at
se

q 
liv

ed
 a

ll 
by

 h
er

se
lf 

be
ca

us
e 

sh
e 

w
as

 i
ll.

 S
he

 
lo

ok
ed

 t
hi

n 
an

d 
w

or
n,

 a
nd

 w
as

 n
ot

 e
ve

n 
in

te
re

st
ed

 i
n 

ou
r 

co
m

in
g.

 F
or

 
se

ve
ra

l d
ay

s 
sh

e 
ha

d 
su

ff
er

ed
 fr

om
 a

 m
al

ig
na

nt
 c

ou
gh

 th
at

 s
ee

m
ed

 to
 c

om
e 

fr
om

 f
ar

 d
ow

n 
in

 t
he

 lu
ng

s,
 a

nd
 it

 lo
ok

ed
 a

s 
if 

sh
e 

ha
d 

no
t 

lo
ng

 t
o 

liv
e.

A
 th

ir
d 

tim
e 

A
ua

 lo
ok

ed
 a

t m
e 

an
d 

sa
id

: “
W

hy
 m

us
t p

eo
pl

e 
be

 il
l a

nd
 

su
ff

er
 p

ai
n?

 W
e 

ar
e 

al
l a

fr
ai

d 
of

 il
ln

es
s.

 H
er

e 
is

 t
hi

s 
ol

d 
si

st
er

 o
f 

m
in

e;
 a

s 
fa

r 
as

 a
ny

on
e 

ca
n 

se
e,

 s
he

 h
as

 d
on

e 
no

 e
vi

l; 
sh

e 
ha

s 
liv

ed
 t

hr
ou

gh
 a

 lo
ng

 
lif

e 
an

d 
gi

ve
n 

bi
rt

h 
to

 h
ea

lth
y 

ch
ild

re
n,

 a
nd

 n
ow

 s
he

 m
us

t s
uf

fe
r 

be
fo

re
 h

er
 

da
ys

 e
nd

. W
hy

? 
W

hy
?”IS

U
M

A
 I

N
U

IT
 S

T
U

D
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S
 R

E
A

D
E

R
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A
 b

ea
r b

re
ak

in
g 

in
to

 a
 te

nt
 a

nd
 a

tta
ck

in
g 

a 
ch

ild
 

 
  

  
 b

y 
Ta

pa
rte



I 
m

us
t 

liv
e 

al
l m

y 
da

ys
 a

-v
is

iti
ng

 
G

ro
w

 o
ld

 a
s 

a 
w

om
an

 a
-v

is
iti

ng
, 

A
nd

 n
ev

er
 d

ar
e 

to
 g

o 
ho

m
e.

”
“S

o 
th

e 
w

om
an

 p
er

is
he

d 
be

ca
us

e 
sh

e 
ha

d 
do

ne
 w

ha
t w

as
 fo

rb
id

de
n 

at
 th

e 
sa

cr
ed

 p
la

ce
s.

 T
he

 p
ow

er
fu

l s
ou

ls
 o

f 
th

e 
ca

ri
bo

u 
ha

d 
ki

lle
d 

he
r.”

By
 t

he
 m

id
dl

e 
of

 J
an

ua
ry

, I
 h

ad
 t

he
 e

th
no

gr
ap

hi
ca

l c
ol

le
ct

io
ns

 in
 s

ha
pe

 s
o 

th
at

 I 
co

ul
d 

le
av

e 
D

an
is

h 
Is

la
nd

 fo
r 

go
od

. B
ut

 w
e 

st
ill

 n
ee

de
d 

a 
fe

w
 it

em
s.

 
I w

an
te

d 
a 

fe
w

 m
or

e 
sk

in
 d

re
ss

es
 to

 r
ou

nd
 o

ut
 th

e 
co

lle
ct

io
n,

 a
nd

 I 
w

is
he

d 
to

 m
ak

e 
a 

fin
al

 s
tu

dy
 o

f 
th

e 
sp

ir
itu

al
 b

el
ie

fs
 o

f 
th

e 
Es

ki
m

os
 o

f 
th

e 
re

gi
on

. 
A

cc
or

di
ng

ly
, I

 s
et

 o
ff

 f
or

 t
he

 h
un

tin
g 

ca
m

p 
at

 t
he

 m
ou

th
 o

f 
Ly

on
 I

nl
et

, t
o 

vi
si

t 
m

y 
ol

d 
fr

ie
nd

 A
ua

. 
A

ua
’s 

hu
nt

in
g 

ca
m

p 
la

y 
m

id
w

ay
 o

ut
 in

 L
yo

n 
In

le
t; 

I r
ea

ch
ed

 it
 la

te
 o

ne
 

af
te

rn
oo

n,
 ju

st
 a

s 
th

e 
se

tt
in

g 
su

n 
w

as
 g

ild
in

g 
th

e 
do

m
es

 o
f 

th
e 

sn
ow

 h
ut

s.
It

 w
as

 k
no

w
n 

th
at

 I 
w

as
 o

n 
th

e 
w

ay
, a

nd
 a

bo
ve

 e
ac

h 
hu

t w
av

ed
 a

 li
tt

le
 

w
hi

te
 f

la
g 

– 
a 

si
gn

 t
ha

t 
th

e 
in

m
at

es
 h

ad
 r

el
in

qu
is

he
d 

th
ei

r 
ol

d 
he

at
he

n 
fa

ith
 a

nd
 b

ec
om

e 
C

hr
is

tia
ns

. 
A

s 
I 

dr
ov

e 
up

, 
m

en
, 

w
om

en
 a

nd
 c

hi
ld

re
n 

tr
oo

pe
d 

ou
t a

nd
 fo

rm
ed

 u
p 

in
 li

ne
 o

ut
si

de
 A

ua
’s 

hu
t, 

an
d 

as
 s

oo
n 

as
 I 

ha
d 

re
in

ed
 in

 m
y 

te
am

, t
he

 w
ho

le
 p

ar
ty

 b
eg

an
 s

in
gi

ng
 a

 h
ym

n.
 T

he
 tu

ne
 w

as
 s

o 
un

lik
e 

w
ha

t 
th

ey
 w

er
e 

ac
cu

st
om

ed
 t

o 
in

 t
he

ir
 o

w
n 

pa
ga

n 
ch

an
ts

 t
ha

t 
th

ey
 

bu
ng

le
d 

it 
a 

lit
tle

, 
bu

t 
th

er
e 

w
as

 n
o 

m
is

ta
ki

ng
 t

he
 e

ar
ne

st
ne

ss
 a

nd
 p

io
us
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ka
ya

ks
 a

t 
th

e 
cr

os
si

ng
 o

f 
ri

ve
rs

 a
nd

 la
ke

s,
 b

ei
ng

 d
ri

ve
n 

ou
t 

in
to

 t
he

 w
at

er
 

w
he

re
 t

he
y 

co
ul

d 
be

 e
as

ily
 o

ve
rt

ak
en

 in
 a

 k
ay

ak
. B

ut
 it

 w
as

 h
ar

d 
to

 m
ak

e 
th

em
 r

un
 t

he
 w

ay
 o

ne
 w

is
he

d,
 a

nd
 t

he
re

fo
re

 r
ul

es
 w

er
e 

ve
ry

 s
tr

ic
t 

ab
ou

t 
th

os
e 

pl
ac

es
. 

N
o 

w
om

an
 w

as
 a

llo
w

ed
 t

o 
w

or
k 

th
er

e,
 n

o 
bo

ne
 o

f 
an

y 
an

im
al

 m
ig

ht
 b

e 
br

ok
en

, n
o 

br
ai

n 
or

 m
ar

ro
w

 e
at

en
. T

o 
do

 s
o 

w
ou

ld
 b

e 
an

 
in

su
lt 

to
 t

he
 s

ou
ls

 o
f 

th
e 

ca
ri

bo
u,

 a
nd

 w
as

 p
un

is
he

d 
by

 d
ea

th
 o

r 
di

sa
st

er
. 

T
he

re
 is

 a
n 

ol
d 

st
or

y,
 a

nd
 a

 tr
ue

 o
ne

, s
ho

w
in

g 
th

e 
da

ng
er

 th
at

 lu
rk

s 
in

 th
e 

so
ul

s 
of

 a
ni

m
al

s 
fo

r 
us

 h
um

an
 b

ei
ng

s,
 a

nd
 it

 is
: ‘

T
he

 w
om

an
 w

ho
 h

as
 b

ee
n 

sw
al

lo
w

ed
 u

p 
by

 t
he

 e
ar

th
 f

or
 h

av
in

g 
of

fe
nd

ed
 t

he
 s

ou
ls

 o
f 

th
e 

be
as

ts
.’

“O
nc

e 
so

m
e 

w
om

en
 w

er
e 

le
ft

 a
lo

ne
 a

t 
a 

sp
ot

 w
he

re
 t

he
 c

ar
ib

ou
 w

er
e 

ac
cu

st
om

ed
 to

 s
w

im
 a

cr
os

s 
a 

ri
ve

r. 
T

he
 w

om
en

 w
er

e 
to

 w
ai

t t
he

re
 fo

r 
th

ei
r 

hu
sb

an
ds

, 
w

ho
 w

er
e 

aw
ay

 h
un

tin
g.

 B
ut

 t
he

 m
en

 w
er

e 
aw

ay
 a

 l
on

g 
tim

e,
 

an
d 

th
e 

w
om

en
 h

ad
 n

ot
 fo

od
 e

no
ug

h,
 a

nd
 b

ei
ng

 n
ea

r 
st

ar
va

tio
n,

 g
at

he
re

d 
to

ge
th

er
 b

on
es

 o
f a

ni
m

al
s 

th
at

 h
ad

 b
ee

n 
ki

lle
d 

th
er

e 
so

m
e 

tim
e 

be
fo

re
, a

nd
 

to
 s

av
e 

th
ei

r 
liv

es
, b

oi
le

d 
fa

t f
ro

m
 th

e 
bo

ne
s 

an
d 

at
e 

it.
 T

hu
s 

th
ey

 m
an

ag
ed

 
to

 s
av

e 
th

em
se

lv
es

 f
ro

m
 d

yi
ng

 o
f 

hu
ng

er
, 

bu
t 

in
 d

oi
ng

 s
o 

di
so

be
ye

d 
th

e 
st

ri
ct

 r
ul

e 
th

at
 f

or
bi

ds
 a

ny
 b

re
ak

in
g 

of
 b

on
es

 a
t 

th
e 

fo
rd

s.
“A

t 
la

st
, 

af
te

r 
a 

lo
ng

 t
im

e,
 t

he
ir

 m
en

 c
am

e 
ho

m
e 

fr
om

 t
he

 h
un

tin
g.

 
an

d 
so

m
e 

ha
d 

fo
un

d 
ga

m
e 

an
d 

ot
he

rs
 n

on
e.

 O
ne

 o
f 

th
e 

m
en

 w
ho

 h
ad

 
go

t 
no

th
in

g 
to

ld
 h

is
 w

ife
 s

he
 h

ad
 b

et
te

r 
go

 a
w

ay
 t

o 
he

r 
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