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If The Searchers was a western, Inuit film
Maliglutit is a northern

Chris Knight: Drawing loosely on the same story of a man in pursuit
of kidnappers, Inuk filmmaker Zacharias Kunuk sets his story of
vengeance in the frozen Far North
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Scene fromt the movie Maliglutit (Searchers), directed by Zacharias Kunik. An Inuit take on the 1956 John Ford
western The Searchers, and tells of a manis hunt for his kidnapped wife and daughter.

MALIGLUTIT

Rating:

Director: Zacharias Kunuk Writing Credit: Zacharias Kunuk Cast: Benjamin
Kunuk Rated: Not rated, but contains subtitled swearing, violence and
mature themes. Genre: Drama Duration: 94 minutes Synopsis: \When a man’s
wife is kidnapped, he goes in pursuit.

If John Ford’s acclaimed 1956 film The Searchers is a western, then
it only makes sense to call this one a northern. Drawing loosely on

the same story of a man in pursuit of kidnappers, Inuk filmmaker

https://nationalpost.com/entertainment/movies/if-the-searchers-was-a-western-inuit-film-maliglutit-is-a-northern

LATEST MOVIES

What is so attractive about the terminal
romance genre and its obsession with love
and youth?

How Level 16's Danishka Esterhazy fought to
bring her genre film to fruition

Level 16's brilliant narrative strategy makes
for an enthralling viewing experience

3 Faces is both suicide-mystery and social
critique

TORONTO WEATHER
3¢

Partly cloudy

Feels like -1 °¢

Thursday 9°¢
Friday 9
Saturday 1
Sunday 2%c

Complete Forecast —

1/4


https://nationalpost.com/entertainment/movies/what-is-so-attractive-about-the-terminal-romance-genre-and-its-obsession-with-love-and-youth
https://nationalpost.com/entertainment/movies/how-level-16s-danishka-esterhazy-fought-to-bring-her-genre-film-to-fruition
https://nationalpost.com/entertainment/movies/level-16s-brilliant-narrative-strategy-makes-for-an-enthralling-viewing-experience
https://nationalpost.com/entertainment/movies/3-faces-is-both-suicide-mystery-and-social-critique
https://nationalpost.com/weather
https://nationalpost.com/author/cknightnp
https://nationalpost.com/category/movies/
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fnationalpost.com%2Fentertainment%2Fmovies%2Fif-the-searchers-was-a-western-inuit-film-maliglutit-is-a-northern
https://nationalpost.com/category/news
https://nationalpost.com/category/opinion
https://nationalpost.com/category/sports
https://nationalpost.com/category/entertainment
https://nationalpost.com/category/life
https://nationalpost.com/entertainment/movies/if-the-searchers-was-a-western-inuit-film-maliglutit-is-a-northern
https://driving.ca/
http://classifieds.nationalpost.com/
http://working.com/toronto
https://pages.postmedia.com/national-post/subscribe/
https://business.financialpost.com/
https://nationalpost.com/tag/video-centre
https://nationalpost.com/
https://nationalpost.com/category/news
https://nationalpost.com/category/news/national
https://nationalpost.com/category/news/world
https://nationalpost.com/category/news/toronto
https://nationalpost.com/category/news/politics
javascript:void(0);
https://pages.postmedia.com/national-post/subscribe/

3/13/2019

If The Searchers was a western, Inuit film Maliglutit is a northern | National Post

SignIn
NEWS  FULLCOMMENT - SPORTS - CULTURE - LIFE - MORE - DRIVING - CLASSIFIEDS - JOBS - SUBSCRIBE - FINANCIALPOST - VIDEO
ALLNEWS - NATIONAL - WORLD - TORONTO - POLITICS
Immaroitok) and her daughter, and kill the others. When the woman’s
RECOMMENDED husband, Kuanana (Benjamin Kunuk), and son return from a caribou
FOR YOU hunt and see what has happened, they set off in pursuit on dogsleds.
As much ethnography as drama, Maliglutit — the title translates as
“searchers” — spends a good deal of time illustrating the customs and
rhythms of the Inuit. We see them tending fire, preparing food,
building shelters and managing their dogs. The timeframe is never
?:;Zizsrﬁ:ﬁi;o;mg specified, but a few lanterns, a spyglass and, crucially, a rifle with
only a few bullets, place this story sometime after European contact.
It might even be 1868, the same year that Ford’s film unspools, 4,000
kms to the south.
Certainly there are parallels in the cinematography, including one
Christie Blatchford: Tina shot of ice-covered rocks that looks like Arizona’s Monument Valley if
was 53 78 pounds and it were given a liberal coat of vanilla frosting. Kunuk also delivers a
invisible to those who
should have helped her powerful mix of close-ups and wide shots, the latter sometimes so
vast that the human figures in them are reduced to mere specks in an
otherwise tranquil and indifferent landscape.
SEE ALSO
Chris Selley: For the Crafted by director Cristi Puiu, Sieranevada presents ‘a deep current of
NDP in Quebec, the symbolism’ beneath its plain veneer
dream is over
In the key of Alfred Hitchcock, Pedro Almodovar’s Julieta offers suspense, sex
and trauma
But this is not a remake. Where Ford’s film examined tensions
'More stupid than between the First Nations and European settlers, Kunuk’s is strictly
criminal': Canadian about the Inuit — though like all good stories, it is instantly relatable to
brothers responsible for
12-hour standoff at U.S. viewers of any ethnicity. Kuanana receives a loon totem that he
border free after three : : : .
h Il hel h he ki he ghostly call of
months in prison opes will help guide him to the kidnappers, and the ghostly call o
the bird mixes with a sparse, spooky score that sometimes includes
human voices, as if spirits were howling or panting along with the
music.
The effect is dreamlike, with long stretches of gorgeous northern
Andrew Coyne: It was tundra interrupted by bursts of violence. Kunuk has created another
Wilson-Raybould's timeless fable of the Far North; a simple struggle played out on a vast
decision to make, as
long as she decided it canvas.
their way
Maliglutit screens Jan. 13 at the Lightbox in Toronto as part of the
Canada Top 10 Film Festival, and opens Jan. 20 for a week-long run
https://nationalpost.com/entertainment/movies/if-the-searchers-was-a-western-inuit-film-maliglutit-is-a-northern 2/4


http://news.nationalpost.com/arts/movies/crafted-by-director-cristi-puiu-sieranevada-presents-a-deep-current-of-symbolism-beneath-its-plain-veneer
http://news.nationalpost.com/arts/movies/in-the-key-of-alfred-hitchcock-pedro-almodovars-julieta-offers-suspense-sex-and-trauma
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=If%20The%20Searchers%20was%20a%20western%2C%20Inuit%20film%20Maliglutit%20is%20a%20northern&url=http%3A%2F%2Fnationalpost.com%2Fwcm%2F3b94ce44-a24a-4d45-97ec-b41a201b5e2e&related=financialpost,fullcomment&via=nationalpost
https://www.reddit.com/submit?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnationalpost.com%2Fentertainment%2Fmovies%2Fif-the-searchers-was-a-western-inuit-film-maliglutit-is-a-northern&title=If+The+Searchers+was+a+western%2C+Inuit+film+Maliglutit+is+a+northern
mailto:?subject=National%20Post%3A%20If%20The%20Searchers%20was%20a%20western%2C%20Inuit%20film%20Maliglutit%20is%20a%20northern&body=I%20wanted%20to%20share%20a%20story%20with%20you%20from%20National%20Post%3A%0A%0AIf%20The%20Searchers%20was%20a%20western%2C%20Inuit%20film%20Maliglutit%20is%20a%20northern%0AChris%20Knight%3A%20%20Drawing%20loosely%20on%20the%20same%20story%20of%20a%20man%20in%20pursuit%20of%20kidnappers%2C%20Inuk%20filmmaker%20Zacharias%20Kunuk%20sets%20his%20story%20of%20vengeance%20in%20the%20frozen%20Far%20North%0Ahttps%3A%2F%2Fnationalpost.com%2Fentertainment%2Fmovies%2Fif-the-searchers-was-a-western-inuit-film-maliglutit-is-a-northern%0A
https://nationalpost.com/life/horoscopes/daily-horoscope-for-tuesday-march-12-2019
https://nationalpost.com/life/horoscopes/daily-horoscope-for-tuesday-march-12-2019
https://nationalpost.com/opinion/christie-blatchford-tina-was-5-3-78-pounds-and-invisible-to-those-who-should-have-helped-her
https://nationalpost.com/opinion/christie-blatchford-tina-was-5-3-78-pounds-and-invisible-to-those-who-should-have-helped-her
https://nationalpost.com/opinion/chris-selley-for-the-ndp-in-quebec-the-dream-is-over
https://nationalpost.com/opinion/chris-selley-for-the-ndp-in-quebec-the-dream-is-over
https://nationalpost.com/news/world/more-stupid-than-criminal-canadian-brothers-responsible-for-12-hour-standoff-at-u-s-border-free-after-three-months-in-prison
https://nationalpost.com/news/world/more-stupid-than-criminal-canadian-brothers-responsible-for-12-hour-standoff-at-u-s-border-free-after-three-months-in-prison
https://nationalpost.com/opinion/andrew-coyne-it-was-wilson-rayboulds-decision-to-make-as-long-as-she-decided-it-their-way
https://nationalpost.com/opinion/andrew-coyne-it-was-wilson-rayboulds-decision-to-make-as-long-as-she-decided-it-their-way
https://nationalpost.com/category/news
https://nationalpost.com/category/opinion
https://nationalpost.com/category/sports
https://nationalpost.com/category/entertainment
https://nationalpost.com/category/life
https://nationalpost.com/entertainment/movies/if-the-searchers-was-a-western-inuit-film-maliglutit-is-a-northern
https://driving.ca/
http://classifieds.nationalpost.com/
http://working.com/toronto
https://pages.postmedia.com/national-post/subscribe/
https://business.financialpost.com/
https://nationalpost.com/tag/video-centre
https://nationalpost.com/
https://nationalpost.com/category/news
https://nationalpost.com/category/news/national
https://nationalpost.com/category/news/world
https://nationalpost.com/category/news/toronto
https://nationalpost.com/category/news/politics
javascript:void(0);
https://pages.postmedia.com/national-post/subscribe/

3/13/2019 If The Searchers was a western, Inuit film Maliglutit is a northern | National Post

NATIONAI#POST

NEWS ~ FULLCOMMENT - SPORTS - CULTURE - LIFE - MORE - DRIVING - CLASSIFIEDS - JOBS - SUBSCRIBE - FINANCIALPOST - VIDEO
ALLNEWS - NATIONAL - WORLD - TORONTO - POLITICS

SignIn

MOVIES
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How Level 16's Danishka Esterhazy fought to bring her genre film to fruition

Level 16's brilliant narrative strategy makes for an enthralling viewing experience
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